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The Gospel of John

Jesus: Light of the World
JOHN 8:12

Related Topics:“Light” in Genesis;Light” in Exodus;'Light” in Psalms;Light” in Isaiah;
“Light” as a metaphor for the Word of GéHight” as a metaphor for Law of GotLight” as a
metaphor for salvation; tH&ight” of Gods presence necessary for living the redeemed life;
“Light” exposing sin; ThéLight” of God comforting us in dark time¥;ight” as a metaphor for
wisdom;“Light” in the book of IsaialLight” speaking of the Messiafi;ight” as a metaphor for
the Justice of GodDarknesSas a metaphor for sifDarkness not comprehending tHiight”;
Following Jesus

This morning we continue our study througgfhn 8 Were going to grab one
word — and we are going to follow that single theme/cohtemughout the
entire Bible fromGenesis IthroughRevelation 22 We especially want to set the
Old Testament context so that when we read thesvoirdesus idohn 8 we will
have a sense of what those words meant to Hisdiste

The single concept ISIGHT .

“LIGHT " IN GENESIS

We are introduced to the concept in the very Gretpter of the very first book of
the Bible— The book of Genesis (The Book of Beginnings). Weetald there that
God created light and he separated it from darkness

Genesis 1:3-4 And God said, “Let there belight,” and there was light. “And God
saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness.
>God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day.



Creationbeginswith God creating light. Then Gageparateshe light from the
darkness— and throughout the Scriptures this becomes a metagshwhat God
does in human lives and in human history. In ounoter vernacular we would
say that this theme hyperlinks itself throughouwet st of the Scriptures.

As we look at the origins of life we find thi#fe beginswith God — and itbegins
with light. In the physical realm God creates light as a dational element on
which all life is built. Our life, the life thatusrounds us on this planet, is
dependent upon the light that God gives it. Theesetrue regarding spirituallife.

“LIGHT ” IN EXODUS

The theme of LIGHT shows up in a huge way in #esd book of the Bible-
the Exodus

Exodus 13:21-22 And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to
lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that
they might travel by day and by night. *The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar
of fire by night did not depart from before the people.

Exodus 14:19-20 And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel,
removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before
their face, and stood behind them: °And it came between the camp of the
Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but
it gave light by night to these: so that no one came near the other all the night.

That cloud by day angillar of fire by night was the manifestation of Gad
presence among them thatpillar of firewould guide them on their journey as
they came out of bondage and slavery in Egypt &g their journey into the
freedom that God had for them.

LIGHT also plays a huge role at the end of the bodkxoidus God gave Moses
detailed instructions for the building of the Tatmerle. Gots glory comes to dwell
among them at the Tabernacle.

Exodus 40:38 For the cloud of the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and fire
was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their
journeys.

Also — within the Tabernacle was a golden lamp stand gilrght within the
Holy Place. And Finally— in the Holy of holies— where there were no openings



for light — there was the manifest presence of Gethe Shekinah Glory —
giving light!

“LIGHT ” IN THE PSALMS

We see this theme continuethroughout théook of Psalms Throughout the
Psalms'Light” is used as a metaphor for Werd of God; theteachingsof God,
and thecommandsthat He gives us that aregovernour conduct and our
behavior and our life. And so we are told that wksod speaks, He is bringing
light into our life toilluminate our path.

Psalm 19:8 the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes,

Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

Psalm 119:130 The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts
under standing to the ssimple.

In thePsalmsthe metaphor of LIGHT is tied salvatier that the LIGHT of God
brings salvation.

Psalm 27:1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear? The
Lord isthe stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?

In the New Testament we are told that we are deadii sins and separated from
God— and then

2 Corinthians 4.6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has
shone in our heartsto give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ.

Thatlight of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ is the
means by which God will cleanse us, heal us, fergis, and provide for our
salvation and ultimately relationship with God.

We also see in the Psalms that LIGHT is not omyegaphor for the Word of God
and Salvation— it is also necessary for living the redeemed life.

Psalm 56:13 For you have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet from
falling, that | may walk before God in the light of life.



God delivers us from sin andsipower and penalty so that we can walk with Him
in freedom. That is the LIGHT of God at work in gtiaal ways.

Psalm 89:15 KJV Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall
walk, O LORD, in the light of thy countenance.

The light of God is something that we are to walkAs wewalk through the
course of our daily life— Gods LIGHT is supposed to shine on us and show us
those ways in which we are to walk practically @fices, sexuality, employment,
marriage, child rearing, education).

We also see in the Psalms that LIGHT addresseasshe of SIN

Psalm 90:8 You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sinsin the light of
your presence.

This is a dominant theme in Jodrrirst Letter. If we are struggling with sin the
real core issue lies in the fact that we are stmggvith relating to the light of
God that has come to illuminate the darkness iroour life.

LIGHT s also used in the Psalms to speak about€Gmdsence and comfort in
the face of the dark moments of life

Psalm 112:4 Light dawns in the darkness for the upright; he is gracious,
merciful, and righteous.

Psalm 118:27 The Lord is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us.

So if you find yourself in a difficult place in &f either because of sins that you
have committed or sins that others have commit@ehat you, or just by virtue of
the fact that youe living in a cursed world— Gods light— His very presence-
will still come and illuminate your situation

The concept here is that God is light. In the Bobk Johnhe tells us thaGod is
light and in himthere isno darkness at all. It is like that moment after the grey wet
days of winter when the sun comes out and shing@onface. You just close
your eyes and you just enjoy that light that bringgmth. It almost feels as ifst
cleansing you and healing you. THAT is how Godith us— HE comes and
SHINES on us!

“LIGHT ” IN ECCLESIASTES



As we move forwardinto theBook of Ecclesiastesve find that LIGHT is a
metaphor for WISDOM

Ecclesiastes 2:13-14 Then | saw that there is more gain in wisdom than in folly,
asthereismore gain in light than in darkness. **The wise person has his eyesin
his head, but the fool walksin

Wisdom is the proper application of knowledge. Vdisds a form of light that
God gives.

“LIGHT " IN ISAIAH

As we move forwardinto the prophelsaiah — we see that LIGHT related to the
coming of the promised Messiah of Israel.

I saiah 9:2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who dwelt in a land of deegp darkness, on them has light shined.

Matthew— writing to a Jewish audienee explains that Jesus is fulfillment of
Isaiah

Matthew 4:13-15 And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the
sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, **so that what was spoken by the
prophet | saiah might be fulfilled: ** “The land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles *° the
people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in
the region and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned.”

In Isaiah 9:2we see LIGHT related to the Law of God and theidestf God

I saiah 51:4 “Give attention to me, my people, and give ear to me, my nation;
for alaw will go out fromme, and | will set my justice for a light to the peoples.

The law of God— that convicts us of our st and the justice of God that
appropriates a right punishment for oursiare referred to by God as LIGHT.

So this is a very brief glimpse at the theme of LIET in the Old Testament. It
Is related to the commands of God, the teachingsoaf. LIGHT provides
salvation, life, and deliverance. LIGHT shows osvhio walk. LIGHT exposes



our sin. LIGHT exposes our darkness. LIGHT shaw$od. LIGHT gives us
Gods wisdom. LIGHT is God law. LIGHT shows us Gdgljustice. Light comes
in the person of the Messiah. All of that is bowpdin the concept of light.

Then a guy named John comes aleAghe youngest of Jesudisciples. John uses
the term LIGHT time and again in his writings His account of the life of Jesus
— his three epistles (letters) and the Book of Reigrla

In those books of Scripture we find a large nundfgeferences and inferences to
LIGHT and the relationship of LIGHT and DARKNESS.

Revelation 21:23-25 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for
the glory of God givesit light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the
nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, and its
gateswill never be shut by day—and there will be no night there.

Here in his account of the life of Jesus, Johnddke Old Testament concept of
light and appropriates it to Jesus.

John 1:4-5 In himwaslife, and the life was the light of men. °The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcomeit.

HUGE — All that the Old Testament had to say about LIGHT was a
foreshadowing of the light of God coming in the peson of Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 4.6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has
shonein our heartsto give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ.

Jesus comes into the spiritual and moral darknesssoworld and He shines in
that darkness. The term darkness is a metaphairfpfor rebellion, for lost-ness.
It's a metaphor for all that is opposed to God. dt jscture of lost mankind
wandering and groping aimlessly in that darknestotally oblivious to the fact
that they are completely blind.

Then all of a sudden- Jesus came into the world and He turned the lghtk
on. And they didit understand #— They didrit like it! We can understand that
reaction if we think of what's like to be in the deepest part of your sleephe
room is pitch black— and someone turns a light on! Wisatour first reaction?
Close your eyes, hide from it, put the pillow oyeur head, and throw anything
you can in the general direction of the light sWitt HAT is what its like when



the light of Jesus is flipped on in our lost-ne€Bsé first reaction is— thisis
offensive — it's shocking — it’s hurting me — it’simposing itself upon me — It
needs to be snuffed out.

Look atJohn 3:19-20

John 3:19-20 And thisisthe judgment: the light has come into the world, and
people loved the darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil.
“For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the
light, lest his deeds should be exposed.

REMEMBER thecontrast between LIGHT and DARKNESS iGenesis 1Jesus
uses DARKNESS as a metaphor for our sin becsiungs in total opposition to
God, who is light; because people say and do thmgse dark that they would
never say or do in midday; because people lov@éoate under the cover of
darkness because it reduces the opportunity ofleeiposed— seen and caught.

The reason that we hate the light is because tisegour sir— literally and
metaphorically. Jesus says that the whole worliles! with this darkness and that
people hate Him because the light of Who He iseshinto that darkness and
exposes their sin.

Jesus intrudes upon this world that is comfortablbe dark— and the darkness
hates that. 1 like someone who is committing a crime undercibner of
darkness and then a spotlight comes down. Growpig Southern California
(Orange County) we heard the sound of helicopteesyenight. THAT is how they
catch criminals. They circle the area where themenvas committed and shine a
powerful light in the neighborhood.

THAT is lost man— Theyre sinning and running under the covethaf darkness
of their own life — and all of a sudden this light comes down andokilay for
them— and theyre running in panic trying to hide as long as thay.

HUGE QUESTION: Why do we run from that light? Why dorit we just step
out and say— I'mguilty, | surrender.

1.) Some of us fear the punishment of GodWe're scared that if we get caught
we'll get punished. But really, think about thatsllike saying that God do€sn
know unless He catches me or— God has to catch me to punish me. God



could drop an 18 wheeler on us if He wanted to gluns. He doedmeed to
handcuff you and bring you back.

Why do we run? When Godk light comes down upon the darkness of our own
life and our own sin, why do we flee from that lighWwhy do we do that?

2.)Because it is PAINFUL!The TRUTH (remember Psalms) is painful. The
delusion that’m a fairly good person can be maintained in daknégan get a

few dark friends, and we can live a dark life amduild compare myself to them
and say— See, I'm a pretty good guy. Some people surround themselves with such
people because there is nothindite up to in that crowd— in that crowd they

ARE the up. They could have a bad day and stifitiead of the curve.

It’s hard for some of us to look at ourselves honé&sibause we think ire a
pretty good person doing a pretty good job. Wekhihat our good deeds
outweigh our bad- and then suddenly Jesus shows-dpurns the light on—
and were standing there with our best stuff looking likéhy menstrual rags.
Our first reaction is to be ashamed becausévgdoeen exposed.

Therés another reason we flee from that LIGHT that Gve g

3.) Sometimes we do hate the lightWhat right does God have telling me what to
do? What right does God have to just sort of poke himself into my life, tell me
where I’'m good, tell me where I’'m bad, tell me what to do. What right does God
have to do that?

4.) Sometimes we hate the lighbecause if we come into the light we have to
relinquish the authority over our own life we are surrendering and submitting
our life to God. We hate the light because we Il thought that we would not
have ultimate, full and complete control of ouekveven though we have always
and only proved that when we are behind the wheehake a complete mess of
it.

There's another reasonwe run from the LIGHT.

5.) Fear of rejection. The fear thi&t | go in to that LIGHT— | will been seen for
how bad | truly am— and surely God will not love me- God will not forgive me
— Gods grace will not be present there in the midst pineed. And th& a lie.



It’s a lie to think that God didrknow all of that it to begin with. God already
knows. But there is a fear that somehow if | gggosed things will go south.

Here's another reasorwhy we run from the LIGHT

6.) We are concerned about what are other people goitignk. We have seen
time and again in JofsiGospel Jesus using the phrasdruly, truly — | tell you
thetruth. Jesus is the TRUTH TELLER in a WORLD OF LIES. Hywoa ever
met someone who was perfectly honest? The answer. i We are all liars. God
Is the only one that tells the truth. We lie bessawe are worried about reputation,
image and the impression that we project. It isaesful to see a brand new
Christian— they are so honest. You ask themHow are you doing? They say
— Bad. But once yotre in church for a while you learn to speak Chauséise.
Someone asks- How areyou? You learn to say— “I'm O.K.” Thats
Christianese fotlousy!” We used to construct a false perception of oueselv
before Christ— But now that w&e Christians we construct'‘@hristiarf version
of who we think other Christians think we should @eming to the light means
that everybod going to know that yore a sinner that needs Jesus!

Sometimes we think i@ doing great until you step into the light of Gotl then
we realize that half the things that we didrave a problem with God does And
the half that you did have a problem wathHe didrit. The LIGHT of Jesus can
be uncomfortable because He turns your world updoaen— actually right-side-

up.

7.) Some will not come to the LIGHTbecause they know there are things to lose!
You could lose some friends and acquaintancesorBe&bming to Jesus my entire
social network was built around sin! For most gukiss is how their friendships

are built. If it wasit for sin most guys would have no friendsno one to hang

out with and drink and curse and talk about wonhelidn't know there was

anything else guys could do. Some of you, whendemided to turn from the
darkness you were living in and step into Gdyht and live by the truth- you

lost people that you thought you were close to. stithem because it was your
sin that held you together. For me | lost virtualery friend except one. He is

still a dear friend to this day.

Keep all of this in mind and Istturn back taohn 8.

For those who are just joining us Weet the context for where we pick up in
John 8:12.



John 7records Jesus in Jerusalem for the Feast of Beethse of the three great
feasts in the Jewish calendar. The Feast of Bamthsnemorated and celebrated
how God delivered His people from bondage and sjavneEgypt and sustained
them during their 40 year journey into the langhaimise! They remembered that
during that journey they lived in tents or booths #hat God was with them in that
pillar of fire — He was with them to LIGHT the way- to guide their journey. As
they went up to the Temple they came to multipkertsowithin the temple. There
was the Court of the Gentiles where non-Jews cgaldThere was the Court of
the Women where a lot of the offerings were gived #he women would come to
worship. There was the Court of the Men whereJthgish men would go to
worship. And then there was the inner portierthe Holy of Holies— the place
where the great high priest could go once a ye#ra@nnner sanction.

On the evening of the first day of that feast theas a ceremony called The
[llumination of the Temple.

QUOTE: William Barclay — It took place in the Court of the Women. The
court was surrounded with deep galleries, erected to hold the spectators. In the
centre four great candelabra were prepared. When the dark came the four great
candelabra werelit and, it was said, they sent such a blaze of light throughout
Jerusalem that every courtyard waslit up with their brilliance. Then all night
long, until cock-crow the next morning, the greatest and the wisest and the
holiest men in Israel danced before the Lord and sang psalms of joy and praise
while the people watched.

As we pick up inJohn 8:12 the Feast of Booths is over. But that ceremonylevo
still be fresh in the minds and hearts of His andéeon the Temple Mount.

John 8:12 Again Jesus spoke to them, sayint,am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness but will have
the light of life.”

Here is Jesus- He is in the vicinity of those massive candelabrasid He sayk
am the light of the world.

Next week we will pick up here and examine HOWsithat one comes to
experience the LIGHT of Jesus and WHAT that looks like! But | want to close
with this little insight to whet your appetite foext week.
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QUOTE: A Handbook on the Gospel of John— Whoever follows me must
be understood in the sense of “whoever becomes my disciple.” It is often
expressed more clearly in some languages as “if anyone becomes my
adherent” or “... joins himself with me.”

Newman, B. M., & Nida, E. A. (1993). A handbook on the Gospel of John. Helps for
translators; UBS handbook series (264-265). New York: United Bible Societies.

THAT is the person whwill not walk in darkness.

THAT is the person who will hauviae light of life.
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